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August 12, 2011
The Honorable Jane Lubchenco, Administrator

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

14th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC 20230








 Dear Dr. Lubchenco:

During the NOAA Science Advisory Board (SAB) meeting on July 20, 2011, the SAB received a presentation from the Climate Partnership Task Force entitled “A Vision and Model for NOAA and Private Sector Collaboration in a National Climate Services Enterprise.”  The Task Force was a joint effort between two NOAA Working Groups, the Climate Working Group and the Environmental Information Services Working Group.   Several elements of the report stand out as being distinctly different from earlier reports and advice delivered to NOAA on Climate Services.  For this reason, the SAB believes that this information is worthy of particular attention by NOAA. 

The members of the Task Force overwhelmingly represent corporations, unlike all previous reports on Climate Services.  The Task Force documented a large number of corporations that are already providing climate information, and they provided a clear message that job creation and an expansion of the private sector capabilities depend on the creation of NOAA Climate Service functions.  Further, the Task Force described specific distinctions between the future roles of NOAA and of the private sector.

The value of a climate service function within the Federal Government has been a topic of discussion for more than a decade.   In “A Climate Services Vision,” the National Research Council (2001) described the first steps toward the development of a climate service, with particular attention to the growth in the use of climate information by society, guiding principles for developing climate services, and the requirements for ensuring its success.  The NRC report provided only the briefest mention on the potential growth of private industry as a partner in climate services.  In 2008 and 2009, two reports were issued by the Climate Working Group of the NOAA Science Advisory Board, a “Climate Services External Review” and a description of the “Options for Developing a National Climate Service.”   Both of these reports were focused primarily on the organization and coordination required to deliver climate services, although considerable attention was paid to describing case studies that would inform the pros and cons of each option for developing service functions.  In both cases, the authors of these reports represented diverse stakeholders, including Federal and State agencies, the academic community, and other stakeholders.

In contrast, the Climate Partnership Task Force was populated almost entirely by representatives from for-profit corporations (Enclosure 1).   To the knowledge of the SAB, this is the first time that a representative group from the private sector has weighed in on the potential of a Climate Service to act as a stimulant to economic vitality through the expansion of the opportunities for the private sector, the creation and delivery of new value-added products, and the creation of jobs.

The Task Force also documented 72 firms “as a first list” of corporations that currently provide climate-related products and services for a profit (Enclosure 2).   The range of information provided is significant, including seasonal forecasts, historical analyses of normals, extremes, and severe weather, analysis of revenue or expense fluctuations owing to climate, down-scaling of climate model projections for particular applications, and analysis and interpretation of climate model predictions.  

The Task Force is also explicit in stating that NOAA is the key component of a public-private partnership, providing the foundation required to empower growth in the private sector.  The Task Force also takes the first steps in describing NOAA responsibilities required for the success of private enterprise.  The first requirement listed is to “provide ready, robust, and reliable access to all climate information, forecasts and simulations.”   

This role is a close parallel to NOAA’s role in providing weather services.  NOAA’s National Weather Service is a foundation for hundreds of private corporations that are dependent on access to NOAA satellite and in-situ data and to weather predictions.  As such, it serves as a model for the development of a Climate Service and it is also a strong indication of the potential for a National Climate Service to generate jobs.  In this regard, the Task Force calls attention to the NRC “Fair Weather” report (2003) which provided guidance for improving the effectiveness of the weather enterprise by strengthening and defining the roles of a public, private and academic partnership.  The Task Force notes that the improvements generated from the recommendations in the “Fair Weather” report have increased the effectiveness of the weather services enterprise, with the private sector growing in size and effectiveness and creating jobs.  The “Fair Weather” report also serves as a model for defining the partnerships associated with a National Climate Service.        

Although the formal report of the Task Force is moving through a SAB review process that involves two different working groups before being formally delivered to the SAB, the SAB believes that the report by the Task Force during the SAB meeting is sufficiently distinctive and timely that the above information should be transmitted to NOAA prior to our receipt of a final report. 

Thank you for your attention to the views of the private sector in the development of a climate services within NOAA.

Please let me know of any question or comments.
Sincerely,
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Raymond J. Ban
Chair, NOAA Science Advisory Board

Consultant, Weather Industry & Government Partnerships


Enclosures
cc:
Eric Barron

Heidi Cullen

John Dutton

Warren Qualley

Walt Dabberdt

Nancy Colleton

Tony Busalacchi

Larry Robinson
Kathryn Sullivan

Mary Glackin

Paul Sandifer

Craig McLean

Tom Karl

Chet Koblinsky

Jack Hayes

Laura Furgione

Ed Johnson
Jonathan Kelsey
Jennifer Sprague

Jennifer Faught
Enclosure 1

Members of the Climate Partnerships Task Force

John Dutton (co-chair), President, Prescient Weather Ltd




Warren Qualley (co-chair), Senior Weather Expert, Harris Corporation



Lee Branscome, President, Climatological Consulting Corporation





Dave Jones, President, StormCenter Communications, Inc.

Molly Macauley, Senior Fellow with Resources for the Future





Bob Marshall, President and CEO of Earth Networks

Ron McPherson, Executive Director Emeritus of the American Meteorological Society

Scott Rayder, Director of Business Development for Civil Programs, ITT


Paul Walsh, Senior Vice President, Atmospheric and Environmental Research

Bill Windle, Managing Director, RenRe Energy Advisors Ltd.

Enclosure 2

Starter List of Firms Now Providing Climate Products and Climate Services

(Companies of CPTF members shown in BOLD)

	1 Source Consulting, Inc(MD)

3TIER Environmental Forecast Group, Inc. (WA)

AccuWeather (PA)

ADNET Systems Inc. (MD)

AECOM (CA)

AER (MA)

AeroComp (CA)

Aerospace & Marine International Corp (CA)

AirDat LLC (NC)

AIR Worldwide (MA) 
	Atmospheric Technology Services Company LLC (OK)

AWS Truepower LLC (NY)

AWIS  (AL)

Ball Aerospace & Technologies Corp (CO)

Carl Larry Peabody (TX)

Climate Forecast Applications Network (GA)

Climatological Consulting Corp (FL)

"CLS America, Inc" (MD)

Computer Sciences Corp (VA)

DB Consulting Group (MD)

	

	DBS Weather Impact Corp (FL)

DeTect Inc (FL)

Earth Networks (MD)

EarthInfo (CA)

ERM (DC)

ESRI (CA)

Evans Weather Consulting (FL)

Freese-Notis Weather (IA)

Geomett Technologies (MD)

Global Imaging (CA)


	Global Science & Tech, Inc. (MD)

Golden Gate Weather Services (CA)
Harris Corp. (FL)

International Environmental Data Rescue Org (MD)

IPS MeteoStar (TX)

ITT Corp (NYKipp & Zonen (NY)

Lockheed Martin (MD)

Mayacamas Weather Consultants (CA)

MDA EarthSat Weather (MD)

MSI Guaranteed Weather LLC (KS)




	Starter List of Private Sector Firms Now Providing Climate Products and Services (continued)

	Murray & Trettel, Inc (IL)

Noblis, Inc (VA)

Northrop Grumman (CA)

Orbital Sciences Corp (VA)

Paul Fransioli (NV)

Peter Leavitt (MA)

Prescient Weather Ltd (PA)

Raytheon Company (VA)

RenRe Energy Advisors Ltd (TX)

RMS (CA)
	Sailing Weather Services (MA)

Science Applications International Corp (VA)

SeaSpace Corp (CA)

SGT, Inc. (MD)

StormCenter Communications, Inc. (MD)

Telvent DTN (MD)

TRC Environmental Corp (CT)

Unisys Weather Information Services (PA)

Vaisala (CO) 

	

	Vieux, Inc (OK)

Weather Decision Technologies (OK)

Weather Modification Inc (ND)

Weather Research Center (TX)

WeatherBank, Inc (OK)

WeatherBill (CA)
	WeatherBiz (CA)

WeatherBug (MD)

WeatherFlow Inc (VA)

WindLogics Inc (MN)

World Climate Service (PA)

WSI (MA)
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