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Information Resources

I recommend that you bookmark these two Web sites.

The Commission’s homepage, http://oceancommission.gov, is a source of updated information on the activities of the U.S. Commission on Ocean Policy.  The Web site was designed by and is being maintained by NOAA.   The Commission staff is responsible for providing all content.

NOAA has created an internal site to track our interactions with the Commission – https://noaainteract.noaa.gov.  This is a restricted site.  Addresses and passwords are being developed for SAB members so you can access the site.


Commission Purpose and Overview

· The Oceans Act charges the Commission to develop recommendations for a “coordinated and comprehensive national ocean policy.”

· The Act requires that the Commission’s recommendations promote a policy that considers the follow issues and needs—

· Protection from natural and anthropogenic hazards

· Responsible stewardship of marine resources

· Protection from and prevention of pollution

· Enhancement of marine commerce

· Resolving user conflicts

· Engaging broad interests in the development of innovative approaches to sustainable and responsible use of marine resources

· Research and expansion of human knowledge

· Advancement of education

· R&D investment requirements for technology 

· Closer cooperation among all government agencies and the private sector to ensure—

· Coherent and consistent regulation

· Availability and allocation of Federal resources

· Cost-effective and efficient agency operations

· Enhanced partnerships with and appropriate decision making roles for States and local governments

· Preservation of the U.S. leadership role


Members of the Commission on Ocean Policy 

The 16 members of the Commission on Ocean Policy have diverse experiences in areas ranging from ocean exploration, resource development, and marine transportation to marine science, policy and law. Commission members have expertise in Federal, State, and local government administration, including members with experience in marine issues from naval, resource management, academic research, and private sector perspectives.

Admiral James D. Watkins, USN (Ret.), Chairman

Robert Ballard, Ph.D.

Mr. Ted A. Beattie

Mrs. Lillian Borrone

Dr. James M. Coleman

Ms. Ann D'Amato

Mr. Lawrence Dickerson

Vice Admiral Paul G. Gaffney II, USN

Professor Marc J. Hershman

Mr. Paul L. Kelly

Mr. Christopher Koch

Dr. Frank Muller-Karger

Mr. Edward B. Rasmuson

Dr. Andrew A. Rosenberg

Mr. William D. Ruckelshaus

Dr. Paul A. Sandifer


Commission Names Science Advisory Panel 

   Three Picks are NOAA Science Advisory Board Members*

The Oceans Act of 2000 mandates that the Commission establish a multidisciplinary science advisory panel of experts in the sciences of living and non-living marine resources.  The Panel is to assist the Commission in preparing its report, including “ensuring that the scientific information considered by the Commission is based on the best scientific information available.”  

Governance Working Group

DeWitt John, Bowdoin College

Donald Boesch, University of Maryland

Biliana Cincin-Sain, University of Delaware

Daniel Bromley, The University of Wisconsin

Michael Orbach, Duke University

Andrew Solow, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

Research, Education and Marine Operations Working Group

John Orcutt, Scripps Institution of Oceanography

Kenneth Brink, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

Paula Keener-Chavis, College of Charleston

Shirley Pomponi, Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institution

Robert Spindel, University of Washington

Jacqui Michel, Research Planning, Inc

Stewardship Working Group

D. Jay Grimes, The University of Southern Mississippi

J. Frederick Grassle, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey

David Prior, Texas A&M University

*Otis Brown, University of Miami

*Susan Hanna, Oregon State University

Ray Hilborn, University of Washington

*Warren Washington, National Center for Atmospheric Research

Investment Working Group

Robert Gagosian, Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution

Robert White, The Washington Advisory Group

Robert Frosch, Harvard University

Marcia McNutt, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute

Edward Miles, University of Washington

Carolyn Thoroghgood, University of Delaware

Geraldine Knatz, Port of Long Beach


Commission Holds Regional Public Meetings; 

Continues to Ramp Up Staff

· The Commission held two organizational meetings in the fall.  It named Admiral James Watkins as its chairman and created four working groups and chair to lead each group’s efforts:

· Governance – William Ruckelshaus

· Stewardship – Paul Sandifer

· Research, Education and Marine Operations – James Coleman

· Investment (and Infrastructure*) – Admiral Watkins 

· Commission has held three of nine regional meetings -- in Charleston, St. Petersburg, and New Orleans.  The remaining regional meetings are in Los Angeles, Honolulu, Seattle, Boston, Anchorage and Chicago and are being held once a month through September.

· The Commission has permanent offices in Washington and continues to add staff.  The Executive Director is Dr. Thomas Kitsos.  Terry Schaff is the Associate Director for Government Relations.  An Associate Director also is leading the efforts of each working group:

· Laura Cantral, Associate Director for Governance

· Deb Trefts, Associate Director for Stewardship

· Ken Turgeon, Associate Director for Research, Education and Marine Operations

· The goal is to have two research assistants support each Associate Director. 

· Several other research and administrative staff have been hired, including two NOAA employees.  A third NOAA employee—a NOAA Corps officer—is expected to go to the Commission in the near future.

· Dr. Kitsos and the special assistant to Chairman Watkins, Macy Moy, were hired by NOAA and detailed to the Commission.

* A motion to change the name from Investment to Investment and Infrastructure is pending before the Commission at this time.


Commission in Data Gathering Stage

· The primary purpose of the regional meetings is to gather information from local and regional ocean-related organizations, individuals and state and local governments.

· The Commission is using a “one-panel-per-hour” format.  Three to four witnesses testify for up to ten minutes each on a related theme or topic and then a question and answer period for the remainder of the hour. 

· The issues have run the gambit from ecosystem and living marine resource management to nonpoint pollution and mineral development, with emphasis on issues of particular concern to the region.

· Each regional meeting is preceded by a day of more informal site visits to major ocean facilities in the region.  Typically, the Commission is splitting up into smaller groups for these visits.  

· For example the South Atlantic meeting include a Chesapeake Bay tour for some Commissioners, while others visited several NOAA facilities in the Charleston area – the Hollings Marine Laboratory, the Coastal Services Center, and the NOAA ship RONALD BROWN.

· Witnesses have represented a diverse array of interests, including scientists from State offices, academia, and nongovernmental organizations.  SAB member Dr. Otis Brown testified in Florida. 

· The regional meetings will conclude in September.  The Commission also intends to send requests for information to the Federal agencies, including information on existing infrastructure and facilities.

· The Commission is also beginning to consider an outline for its report and will begin drafting segments this summer.

· This fall the Commission intends to hold one or more retreats aimed at reaching consensus on major findings of fact and recommendations.

· The Commission intends to meet its statutory deadline of March 2003; and has indicated that any extension will be on the order of only up to one month.


Science, Research and Education are Emerging as Priorities

· The membership of the Commission includes several scientists and supporters of marine research and education.

· Commission Chairman Admiral Watkins is an ardent and vocal supporter of ocean science, especially for NOPP

· Admiral Gaffney headed the Office of Naval Research

· Dr. James Coleman of LSU chairs the Commission’s Research, Education and Marine Operations working group

· Commissioners Muller-Karger and Rosenberg lead academic research organizations.

· Commissioner Ballard has a long and continuing association with ocean research institutions.

· Commissioner Beattie heads the Shedd Aquarium and is the president of the American Zoo and Aquarium Association.

· Several commissioners have indicated support for expanded ocean science and implementation of an integrated and sustained ocean observation system.  Commissioners have indicated support for improving the integration of ocean science across agencies and academia through organizations such as NOPP.  

· Several witnesses have called for increased support of applied research and technologies that are directed at meeting national needs.  Witnesses cited the need to 

· Develop and apply technologies to more efficiently acquire, manage, store and deliver data in useful formats.

· Implement long-term monitoring so that status and trends can be tracked and support better decision-making.

· At the Commission’s Florida meeting, Dr. Ellen Prager encouraged the Commission to consider recommending annual investment of between $10-20 million in an ocean education program that would be housed at NOAA.  The general proposal was greeted with broad support among the Commissioners.  

· Improving ocean education has been a recurring theme at the Commission’s regional meetings.  The underlying premise of many proponents has been that a better-informed public will be better stewards.  For example, one witness in Florida said education was essential if the public is to support necessary actions to reduce harmful impacts of nonpoint sources of pollution. 


Conclusions

· In November, the Commission passed a resolution in support of U.S. ratification of the Law of the Sea treaty.  But, the Commission has indicated that if will not be releasing any further findings, conclusions or recommendations in the near future, and may not do so until an initial draft report has been completed – perhaps in February 2003.

· At this stage, it does appear that science, research, technology and education will be an important part of its report.  But, there are no indications on how this will relate to the future of these activities at NOAA.

· NOAA will continue to follow the Commission’s activities and update the Web sites referenced on the cover page of this update.
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