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Eddie Hicks, CEM, Direc-
tor of the Morgan County
Emergency Management

Agency in Decatur, Ala., has taken
office as 2010-2011 IAEM-USA
President. Outgoing IAEM-USA
President Pamela L’Heureux,
CEM, passed the gavel to Hicks on
Nov. 3, during the IAEM-USA
Presidential Banquet, at the IAEM
58th Annual Conference & EMEX
2010, in San Antonio, Texas. Also
sworn in at the banquet were
IAEM-USA First Vice President
Hui-Shan Walker, MPA, CEM,
VaPEM, and IAEM-USA Second
Vice President Jeff Walker, CEM,
MEP.

During his acceptance speech,
Hicks discussed the importance of
the four D’s: dedication, definition
(of work), duplication (mentoring),
and delivering (on the work plan).
“As the need for trained emergency
management professionals contin-
ues to grow, it is important for
IAEM and its members to mentor
our profession’s future leaders,”
said Hicks. “This needs to happen
across the spectrum – not only in
our local, state and federal govern-
ments, but also in colleges and
universities, hospitals and private
corporations. I am honored and
humbled to be leading IAEM for
the next year. I hope to be an
example for others and challenge
our established members to mentor
newcomers to the profession of
emergency management.”

“Eddie’s skills as a local coordi-
nator will carry IAEM-USA into
the next 12 months as he sets his
goals for the U.S. Board,” said
Rick Cox, CEM, IAEM-Global
Board Chairman and Senior
Planner, IEM, Inc. “Under his
leadership, the U.S. membership
will see an expansion of services to
members and improved communi-
cations from the Board to the
membership.”

“This is a huge accomplishment
for the state of Alabama and the
citizens of Morgan County, to have
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Eddie Hicks serving in such a
prestigious organization,” said
Alabama Emergency Management
Agency Director Brock Long.
“Being prepared for an emergency
is something we take seriously in
Alabama, and seeing a county EMA
director leading the U.S. Council of
the International Association of
Emergency Managers indicates his
level of dedication and commitment
to his profession.”

Hicks has been a local emer-
gency management director for 31
years, beginning for the first 17
years as the director in Colbert
County in northwest Alabama. In
1997, he was appointed as director
of Morgan County Emergency
Management Agency in Decatur,
Ala. He has served three separate
terms as president of the Alabama
Association of Emergency Manag-
ers. Additionally, he was appointed
by Alabama’s Governor to two
terms as Commissioner of the
Alabama Service Commission.

Hicks has a B.S. degree in public
safety administration from Athens
State University and an associate
degree in fire science management
from Shoals Community College.
He earned his Certified Emergency
Manager® (CEM®) designation in
2001.

Food is critical to all emer-
gency managers – con-
sumption, supply and bio-

security. This special focus issue of
the IAEM Bulletin will be devoted
to all things related to food safety.

Article suggestions:
 Quality assurance of food

supplies for operations.
 Sourcing food for isolated

communities.
 Disposal of contaminated

food.
 Meeting special dietary needs

of populations, i.e. nursing homes
in an emergency.

 Keeping go kits stocked with
non-expired supplies.

 Food-linked events, e.g. mad
cow disease, e. Coli, bird flu.

“The Stakes Are High for
Emergency Managers – Food Safety”

Deadline for Article Submissions: Jan. 10, 2011
Read the Author’s

Guidelines at www.iaem.com/
Bulletin before submitting your
article to IAEM Bulletin
Editor Karen Thompson at
thompson@iaem.com, and keep
your article at or below the 750-
word limit.

The complete list of 2011 special
focus issues of the IAEM Bulletin,
based
on the IAEM
2011 Annual
Conference
theme, is now
available
at www.iaem.
com/Bulletin.

Incoming IAEM-USA President
Eddie Hicks, CEM, addresses
IAEM members at Presidential
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